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SPARTA ELECTRIC AND PUBLIC WORKS

Tap Into Water                     
Heating Savings
If your home is like most, you and your family use about 64 
gallons of water each day. If your water heater is electric, that 
probably accounts for about 18% of your power bill. 

That makes your water heater the second-largest energy 
expense in your home. Why not use less electricity to heat it?

Today’s high-efficiency water heaters use much less energy 
than older models, so you don’t need to give up comfort for 
energy savings. That’s good news for your power bill. 

There is a newer option to consider: an electric heat pump 
water heater. These units give you the hot water you need by 
pulling heat from the surrounding air to heat the water—like 
a refrigerator in reverse. Because they do not directly produce 
heat, electric heat pump water heaters are two to three times 
more energy efficient than standard units. 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, a family of 
four can save about $550 a year on water heating costs, which 
adds up to $5,610 over the lifetime of the unit. 

A heat pump water heater may cost a bit more upfront 
than other models. However, according to the DOE, most 
people see a payback in less than three years due to the unit’s 
lower operating costs and energy savings. Look for the Energy 
Star label when shopping for a water heater.

Check with your utility to see if a rebate is available to help 
you make the switch. 

Tankless electric water heaters are another option, but 
carefully weigh the benefits and drawbacks. These smaller 
units quickly heat water to provide it when called upon, but 
can use eight times more electricity than a standard water 
heater. 

This high demand increases your utility’s cost of purchased 
power, which plays an important role in how much you 

pay for electricity. In some cases, people who use 
electric tankless water heaters must upgrade their 

home’s wiring to support the greater demand for 
electricity. 

Other ways to lower your energy costs 
include setting your water heater’s thermostat 

to no higher than 120 degrees, fixing 
leaks, installing low-flow fixtures, and 

using energy-efficient dishwashers and 
washing machines.

Helping you save energy and 
money is another way your utility is 

always here for you. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF RHEEM                 
MANUFACTURING CO.

A Word About Water
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Safety Before and After Storms
Severe storms are more common in the 
spring and summer, but they can occur 
any time of year. Be prepared for storms  
year-round and know how to stay safe.

Before the Storm
•  Assemble a kit of essentials, such as 

water, battery-operated flashlights and 
radios. Keep a list of emergency phone 
numbers, including Sparta Electric 
and Public Works’. Be prepared for the 
possibility of a prolonged outage due to 
power line and  equipment damage.

•  If severe weather is on its way, pay 
attention to local weather reports and 
recommendations. A tornado or severe 
storm watch indicates conditions  could 
enable such weather.  Warnings mean  
dangerous weather conditions are 
developing and imminent.

•  Lightning can travel 10 miles or more 
away from a storm, so seek shelter when 
you hear thunder.

•  Consider installing ground fault circuit 
interrupters or purchasing  portable 
GFCI s, which detect dangerous 
electrical situations and cut off power 
before a person can be shocked. GFCIs 
should be installed in bathrooms, 
laundry rooms, kitchens, basements, 
outdoors and anywhere else water and 
electricity may meet.

•  If power goes out, switch off lights, large 
electronics and appliances to prevent 
overloading circuits and damaging 
appliances when power is restored. 
Leave one lamp or switch on as a signal 
 of restored power.

After the Storm
•  When venturing outside, stay away from 

downed power lines and be alert to the 
possibility  tree limbs or debris  are hiding 
electrical hazards. Assume any dangling 
wires  are energized and dangerous. Warn 
others to stay away and contact Sparta 
Electric. If you are driving and come 
upon a downed power line, stay in the 
vehicle, warn others to stay away, and 
call 911 or Sparta Electric.  

•  When driving, be careful at intersections 
where traffic lights may be out. Stop 
at all railroad crossings and treat road 
intersections with traffic signals as a 
four-way stop before proceeding with 
caution.

•  Before re entering storm-damaged 
buildings or rooms, be sure all electric 
and gas services are turned off. Never 
attempt to turn off power at the breaker 
box if you must stand in water to do 
so. If you can’t reach your breaker box 
safely, call Sparta Electric to shut off 
power at the meter.

•  Never step into a flooded basement or 

other area if water is covering electrical 
outlets, appliances or cords. Be alert to 
any electrical equipment that could be 
energized and in contact with water. 

•  Never touch electrical appliances, cords 
or wires while you are wet or standing 
in water.

•  Do not use water-damaged electric items 
until a qualified electrician has inspected 
them and ensured they are safe.
To help you through a storm, have a 

storm safety kit prepared. Use the ideas 
above to get started. Keep the kit in a cool, 
dry place, and ensure all family members 
know where it is. 
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ADVENTURE AWAITS

What Is It?
Dollywood is a 
165-acre theme 
park in Pigeon 
Forge that blends 
high-energy rides 
with Appalachian 
culture, live music 
and Southern 
foodways. Co-owned 
by country music 
legend Dolly Parton, 
the park is known 
for world-class 
roller coasters 
alongside crafts, 
storytelling and 
seasonal festivals 
 celebrating the 
Smoky Mountains. 
Spring brings 
fresh blooms 
and a packed 
entertainment 
lineup.

What to Do
Thrill-seekers can 
tackle headline 
coasters like 
Lightning Rod, Wild 
Eagle and Big Bear 
Mountain, while 
younger riders 
gravitate to family-
friendly attractions 
in Wildwood Grove. 
Live shows run 
throughout the 
day, featuring 
gospel, bluegrass 
and country music 
performed by award-
winning musicians. 
Craftsman’s Valley 
is a must-stop, 
where blacksmiths, 
glassblowers and 
woodworkers 
demonstrate 
traditional skills. In 
spring, the Festival 
of Flowers fi lls the 
park with thousands 
of blooms and 
larger-than-life fl oral 
sculptures—perfect 
for photos.

Beyond the Park
Just a few minutes 
from Dollywood, 
families can start 
the day with a 
classic Smoky 
Mountain breakfast 
at The Old Mill 
Restaurant, known 
for hearty Southern 
staples. Nearby, 
The Pancake Pantry 
in Gatlinburg is a 
longtime favorite for 
made-from-scratch 
breakfasts. For a 
slower-paced break, 
a drive through 
Great Smoky 
Mountains National 
Park offers scenic 
overlooks and 
short hikes. Back 
in town, The Island 
in Pigeon Forge 
provides shopping, 
dining and evening 
entertainment.

More Info   
Dollywood opens 
for the season 
Friday, March 13 ,             
and operates         
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.                      
for most of spring. 
Ticket prices vary by 
date and demand, 
with discounts 
available for 
 multiday passes and 
children ages 4–9. 
Parking is available 
on-site for a daily fee, 
with complimentary 
tram service to the 
entrance. For current 
hours, festival 
dates, ticket options 
and accessibility 
information, visit 
dollywood.com or call 
800-DOLLYWOOD.

PHOTO COURTESY       
OF DOLLYWOOD

Find Southern charm 
and big thrills atand big thrills at

Dollywood

A Bit of 
Background
The park opened 
in 1986 on the 
site of the former 
Silver Dollar City 
Tennessee and was 
renamed Dollywood 
when Dolly became 
a partner. Since 
then, it has grown 
into one of the most 
awarded theme 
parks in the world, 
often recognized for 
customer service, 
cleanliness and 
food. Dollywood’s 
mission  is rooted in 
honoring the people, 
traditions and music 
of the Southern 
Appalachians.
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 For gardeners, few things are more 
exciting than the onset of spring. The warm 

weather brings a flurry of activity to gardens 
across Tennessee. From trees leaving their winter 

slumber to vegetable transplants going in the ground, 
the wonder is seemingly endless. 

Unfortunately, spring also brings a lot of unwanted  visitors, as 
well. From insects to fungal pathogens, pests begin their activity 
almost in unison with your plants. When it comes to garden pests, 
though, there is one strategy that can, and should, be constantly 
 used—scouting. 

Scouting is the process of a gardener going into their garden 
to look for and evaluate potential problems. Good scouting helps 
catch problems early and ensures they are properly identified before 
spending time, money and energy correcting them. Here are some 
tips to get you started:.

Symptoms & Signs
Before you start scouting, it’s important to understand symptoms 
and signs. While symptoms and signs often go hand in hand, they 
are two very different things. 

Put very simply, a symptom is the effect that a pest has on a 
plant’s growth or appearance. A few examples of symptoms include 
leaf  yellowing, or chlorosis,  abnormal leaf drop and wilting. In 
contrast to a symptom, a sign is the physical presence of a pest. 
Some examples of signs include powdery mildew, honeydew, egg 
masses and larvae. 

Now that symptoms and signs have been defined, it’s time to 
talk about scouting for them. When scouting for symptoms and 
signs, it helps to be slow, methodical and thorough. Look at plant 
stems, under leaves, in the soil and even in areas outside your 
garden. It is also a good idea to look under eaves, rocks, lumber  
and firewood, as these areas can provide ideal habitats for pests. 
Some problems, such as feeding damage, may be pretty obvious, 

but others, such as a bacterial or viral infection, can be a little 
tougher to identify.

Take Pictures
There are many great tools for scouting in the garden, but perhaps 
the best is a high-quality camera. While it does take some practice, 
a clear, detailed and high-quality picture will go a long way. As you 
are out and about in your garden, you may see several new pests, 
and having a good photo will provide a reference on what was seen. 
Additionally, many phone apps, such as Google Lens and iNatural-
ist, can search and compare images. These apps are a wonderful 
resource, though they can be finicky at times. The clearer the image, 
the better chances that the apps will be able to  identify the pest. 

Take Samples
If a picture is worth 1,000 words, an actual insect or disease 
sample may be worth 10,000. If you find a problem in the garden, 
remember that both the University of Tennessee and Tennessee 
State University have extension agents and specialists across the 
state who are available to assist the community. 

Stop by any extension office with your photos and a few 
samples of the pest or disease. These offices are equipped with 
the resources to identify a number of plant issues. Additionally, 
the UT Soil, Plant and Pest Center will process plant 
submissions for minimal cost. 
Visit tinyurl.com/ControlGardenInsects for more information.

Rylan Thompson is a University of 
Tennessee Agriculture & Natural 
Resources agent in Franklin 
County. His responsibilities include 
Production Agriculture, Nursery 
Production and the Master 
Gardener program.
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 For gardeners, few things are more 
exciting than the onset of spring. The warm 

weather brings a flurry of activity to gardens weather brings a flurry of activity to gardens weather brings a flurry of activity to gardens 

but others, such as a bacterial or viral infection, can be a little 
tougher to identify.

SCOUTING
across Tennessee. From trees leaving their winter 

SCOUTING
for Pests

SCOUTINGSCOUTINGSCOUTINGSCOUTING
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 Many sportsmen turn to turkey hunting  in spring.  Tennessee 
sportsmen  ages 6 to 16 can hunt turkeys  April 4-5. For everyone 
else, the season runs  April 11 through May 24. Regulations and 
season dates may vary across some public hunting areas, so always 
check the rules.

To hunt turkeys, most sportsmen pretend to be a turkey to 
call real birds into range. In the spring, a tom turkey, or gobbler, 
booms out his signature call to summon his harem of hens or 
warn other gobblers to keep away from his territory.

Toms might also gobble as they go to roost at sunset, telling 
everyone goodnight. Turkeys  also gobble reactively when startled 
by loud sounds, such as a crow or owl calling.

In turkey hunting, more doesn’t always mean better. Many 
novice hunters think if they call more, they will bring in more 
gobblers. That’s seldom true.

“I think many turkey hunters call too much,”  says Eddie ‘The 
Turkey Man’ Salter, a legendary turkey hunter and former world 
champion turkey caller. “When the turkey is coming to the call, shut 
up to avoid making a mistake. One sour note and that bird is gone .”

 Because toms always want to breed with as many hens as 
possible, imitate a hen he hasn’t met yet. Just after first light, make 
three or four soft yelps. If a gobbler answers, play hard to get. 
Answer with a single yelp. Then, stay silent and  still. That gobbler 
won’t know exactly where the sound originated, but it might 
arouse his curiosity enough to investigate.

“I use two different calls at the same time,” Eddie says. “I use a 
slate call and a mouth call or a box call and a mouth call to make 

two different tones to sound like two different hens. With one 
mouth call, I can make a clear call and then make a really raspy 
call. I might mix in a box call or a slate call. I want that wily old 
gobbler to think he has four or five girlfriends waiting for him.”

Sometimes gobblers come running to calls, but typically one 
cautiously approaches to determine where the sound originated. 
It might “hang up,” staying some distance away, watching and 
listening intently to locate the hen and check for danger.

“When a gobbler hangs up, I’ll run the mouth call and a slate 
call to sound like two different turkeys,” Eddie  says. “Then, I’ll pop 
my hat on my leg to sound like turkeys fighting. When I’ve done 
that, I’ve had gobblers hung up 75 or 100 yards away break and 
come in running. If that turkey hangs up in thick cover or behind 
a hill, which is common in Tennessee, people can get away with a 
little movement.”

Sportsmen can learn to call turkeys by watching videos from 
master callers. Eddie  suggests attending calling competitions. Most 
competitors enjoy talking about turkey calling after the contest 
ends. 
For more about the Turkey Man, see theturkeyman.com.For more about the Turkey Man, see theturkeyman.com.

John N. Felsher is a professional freelance writer, 
broadcaster, photographer, editor and consultant. An avid 
sportsman, he’s written more than 3,600 articles for more 
than 170 different magazines on a wide variety of outdoors 
topics. He also hosts an outdoors tips show for WAVH-FM 
Talk 106.5 radio station in Mobile, Alabama. Contact him at 
j.felsher@hotmail.com or through Facebook.  

GET OUTSIDE

Tomfoolery 
Bring in the wily birds with these turkey-calling tips

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE LEFT: Jake Mardis uses a box call to bring in turkeys while hunting near LaFollette. Bob 
Hodge sets a decoy for a turkey hunt. Former world champion turkey caller Eddie Salter serves as emcee at a turkey- 
calling contest. PHOTOS BY JOHN N. FELSHER
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Yikes...okay, I will.

Did you know you can take
care of it online at
www.tenn811.com?

Every dig. Every time.

Don’t forget to have your
utility lines marked before
you dig this weekend.

I’m not digging very deep.

My neighbor dug through
his fiber line when he forgot
to call 811!

Want to be the person that cuts 
the power on your street?

That was easy. Looks like they’ll
have it done in a few days!

You power us. It’s our privilege and our 
responsibility to contribute to the quality 
of life in this community. Our focus is on 
powering your life so you can focus on the 
important things.
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As the sun heats the air, energy is generated by air movement, and lightning 
typically forms in towering storm clouds.

Fortunately, accidents involving lightning are  avoidable.

Safe Electricity has the following suggestions to stay safe from  lightning:

There is no safe place from lightning when you are outside. Be aware of weather 
forecasts and watch for developing thunderstorms, which occur more often in 
spring and summer.

Lightning can strike many miles ahead of a storm front. If you hear thunder, seek 
shelter immediately because it indicates lightning is within 10 miles . Safe shelters 
include inside a building or in an enclosed metal-topped vehicle.

Stay off corded telephones and away from electrical devices. These items could 
carry an electrical surge indoors, as lightning can enter your home through wiring. 
Turn off or unplug appliances, stay away from television sets and do not depend 
on surge protectors to absorb a lightning strike. Conductors can also include the 
plumbing in your house.

Wait. You can resume outdoor activities 30 minutes after the last clap of thunder.

If a person is struck by lightning, call 911 and provide immediate care. You are 
not in danger of being shocked by the victim. 

When Thunder Roars, 

GO INDOORS

ADOBE STOCK IMAGE BY HEALEYPHOTO
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 TMEPA MEMBERSHIP
Alcoa Electric Department
Athens Utilities Board
Benton County Electric System
Bolivar Energy Authority
BrightRidge
Bristol Tennessee Essential Services
Brownsville Energy Authority
Carroll County Electrical Department
CDE Lightband, Clarksville
EPB of Chattanooga
Cleveland Utilities Authority
Clinton Utilities Board
Columbia Power & Water Systems
Cookeville Energy Department
Covington Electric System
City of Dayton Electric Department
Dickson Electric System
Dyersburg Electric System
City of Elizabethton Electric Department
Erwin Utilities Authority
Etowah Utilities Department
Fayett eville Public Utilities
Gallatin Department of Electricity
Greeneville Energy Authority
Harriman Utility Board
Humboldt Utilities Authority
Jackson Energy Authority
Jellico Utilities Authority
Knoxville Utilities Board
LaFollette Utilities
Lawrenceburg Utility Systems
Lenoir City Utilities Board
Lewisburg Electric System
Lexington Electric System
Loudon Utilities
City of Maryville Electric Department
McMinnville Electric System
Memphis Light, Gas & Water Division
Milan Public Utilities Authority
Morristown Utilities Commission
Mount Pleasant Power System
Nashville Electric Service
Newbern Electric Department
Newport Utilities Board
City of Oak Ridge Electric Department
Paris Utility Authority
Pulaski Electric System
Ripley Power and Light Company
Rockwood Electric Utility
Sevier County Electric System
Shelbyville Power System
Smithville Electric System
Sparta Electric & Public Works
Springfi eld Electric Department
Sweetwater Utilities Board
Trenton Light & Water Department
Tullahoma Utilities Authority
Union City Energy Authority
Weakley County Municipal Electric System
Winchester Utilities

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

FRANKLIN, TN
PERMIT No. 351




